
Madam Vice-President,  
 
In the face of the innumerable threats to the rights of the child created by the twin crises of 
climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic, it is more urgent than ever that a child rights 
perspective be prioritised in COVID-19 recovery and climate change mitigation efforts, if we 
are to deliver on the 2030 Agenda. 
 
Considering that State’s SDG commitments overwhelmingly correspond to their human 
rights obligations, human rights compliance mechanisms such as the Special Procedures, 
Treaty Bodies, and the UPR are ideally placed to shine a light on priority areas to ensure no 
child is left behind. The key to accelerated delivery of the SDGs is therefore that 
stakeholders properly leverage both the implementation and reporting phases of human 
rights mechanism reviews to ensure impact on-the-ground. 
 
In a recent report written in collaboration with UNICEF, URG empirically demonstrated that 
constructive multi-stakeholder engagement in the reporting-implementation-reporting 
cycles of the UN’s various human rights mechanisms ensures measurable progress towards 
the realization of children’s rights and the 2030 Agenda.  
 
However, in order to deliver on their full potential, human rights reviews must be informed 
by detailed and fact-based State, UN and civil society reports. By combining results-based 
management of recommendations with empirically grounded evaluation methodologies and 
improved gathering of disaggregated data, human rights reporting can help design inclusive 
policies that put the furthest behind first.  
 
Of course, recommendations cannot live up to their promise without the capacity and political 
will for implementation. To overcome these challenges, it is crucial that implementation be 
understood as a democratic and multi-stakeholder effort that includes all relevant national 
actors, including children, as well as international partners such as UN agencies and bilateral 
development partners.  
 
Madam vice-president, 
 
Human rights recommendations are powerful tools that facilitate public accountability and 
provide entry points for international support. They must therefore be centrally integrated 
into UN programming, serve as the basis of demand-driven development aid and be widely 
disseminated throughout Government and to the wider public.  
 
Thank you 
 
 
 


