
 
 

 

 

Launch of the yourHRC.org Guide to the 2020 Human Rights Council elections 
 

Zoom 
8 October 2020 

9AM-10AM in New York / 15h00-16h00 in Geneva 
 

Concept Note 
 
Background 
 
In 2015, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Universal Rights Group (URG) launched 
yourHRC.org, a new online tool designed to contribute to international efforts to strengthen transparency 
around, as well as the visibility, relevance and authority of, the UN Human Rights Council (the Council). 
The yourHRC.org portal, together with a number of related reports, such as the annual yourHRC.org 
Election Guide and the annual End-of-year report, as well as emailers profiling individual candidate 
countries, are designed to provide country-specific information on cooperation with the Council and its 
mechanisms, participation in Council debates and exchanges, member State voting patterns, and political 
leadership. The yourHRC.org project is especially useful as a source of independent and objective 
information on candidates standing for election to the Council, including the degree to which they respect 
the criteria for election and membership as set down in GA resolution 60/251.  
 
On 8 October, during an online event held simultaneously in New York and Geneva, and open to 
participants from around the world, the Permanent Missions of Norway in New York and Geneva, the 
Permanent Mission of Iceland in New York and Geneva, together with URG New York and URG Geneva, 
will launch the yourHRC.org Guide to the 2020 Human Rights Council elections. During those elections, 
expected to be held on 13 October at the GA in New York, UN members will elect 15 States to take up 
seats on the Council for the period 2021-2023.  
 
The Election Guide takes, as its starting point, the standards of membership set down in GA resolution 
60/251. Paragraph 9 of resolution 60/251 states that ‘members elected to the Council shall uphold the 
highest standards in the promotion and protection of human rights,’ and that when electing members, 
States should therefore ‘take into account the contribution of candidates to the promotion and protection 
of human rights [i.e. the required standards] and their voluntary pledges and commitments made thereto 
[i.e. the voluntary standards].’ YourHRC.org uses independent and objective data as the basis of its 
summaries and analyses. 
 
The 2020 Guide provides an overview of the States standing in this year’s elections (from each of the UN’s 
five regional groups), as well as detailed comparative analyses of each of the candidates, including 
objective information on their historic engagement and cooperation with the Council and wider UN 
system, and an analysis of their voluntary pledges and commitments.  
 

https://yourhrc.org/
https://yourhrc.org/2020-elections/


 
 

 

 

 
Programme 
 
 
Opening address/welcome 
 
Ms Tine Mørch Smith, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations and 
other International Organisations in Geneva   
 
 
Keynote address on the importance of membership  

Ms. Ilze Brands Kehris, UN Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights  

 
Presentation of 2020 Election Guide 
 
Mr. Marc Limon, Executive Director, Universal Rights Group  
 
 
A civil society perspective on the 2020 Council elections  
 

Ms. Tess McEvoy, Programme Manager and Legal Counsel, International Service for Human 
Rights (ISHR) 
 
 
Q&A 

 


