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Consolidated List of Proposals  

for reducing the number of meetings of the HRC 

 

Presiding Officer 

 Starting meetings on time is important in order to finish on time. The implementation 

of preparing and translating HRC documentation on time is also necessary. 

 The President and Vice-Presidents should manage each speaker’s time in a strict and 

equal manner. 

General Debate 

 Limit General Debates to three hours, with the exception of Item 2. 

 Explore the possibility for “written general debates” on a number of Agenda Items. 

Panels 

 Move panel discussions outside of the session. 

 The session in which a panel should take place should not be specified in the 

resolution that establishes it. 

 Reduce the duration of each panel from 3 hours to 2 hours. 

 Reduce annual full-day discussions to half-day discussions. 

 Reduce the number of invited speakers (panellist).  

 Set a limit on the number of panels to be held in each year at the beginning of the year, 

so that States can negotiate among the sponsors of resolutions to proportionally hold 

panels.  

 Set a limit on the number of panels for each session to maximum four in the June and 

September sessions and five during the March session. 

 Avoid panel discussions and interactive dialogues on the same topic during the same 

session. 

UPR 

 Use the time allocated to UPR adoptions more efficiently by adopting 4 instead of 3 

outcomes per meeting. 

 Reduce the time for UPR adoptions to avoid re-opening the discussion. 

 Move the UPR adoptions to before Council regular sessions to free up time during the 

regular sessions. 

 Reduce the scope of the UPR report adoption by shortening the debate and limiting 

speaking times to two minutes for recommending States. 

Special Procedures 

 Reduce opening remarks of SP mandate holders or the presentation of reports that 

were already made public.  
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 During interactive dialogues with the special procedures mandate holders, delegations 

should ask relevant questions rather than express general views  

 Consolidate several thematic mandates to reduce similar special procedures mandates. 

HRC Resolutions/Initiatives 

 Biennialize and triennialize draft resolutions. 

 Prepare a tentative three-year calendar of resolutions. 

 Establish a sunset clause. 

 Minimize duplication of initiatives with the Third Committee. 

Other Ideas 

 Reduce the number of interventions (i.e. at considerations of resolutions/amendments).  

 All stakeholders should promote self-discipline. 

 Compile voluntary commitments made by each State to reduce pressure on the 

programme of work, and present it under item 1 of the agenda. 

 The President of HRC should commence a new tradition by inviting once or twice a 

year to an informal meeting/forum on promoting the culture of rationalization in 

Council’s work. 

 Organize an informal meeting 3-4 weeks before each session where countries come 

up with pledges or ideas for efficiency proposals for the upcoming session, including 

new or renewal of mandates of Special Procedures and overlap of similar initiatives 

between the Third Committee and the Council. 

 Fully implement the efficiency measures endorsed by the Council Bureau. 

 Limit the number of side events of each session, giving priority to side events hosted 

by the Member States. 


