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Introduction

2023 saw the Human Rights Council cement its place
as the preeminent intergovernmental body of the United
Nations. Partly because the Council is operating relatively
well, despite growing polarisation, and partly because
other important bodies such as the Security Council are
not, States from all regional and political groups, especially
powerful UN members, continued to prioritise engagement
with the UN’s human rights pillar over the course of the year.
This is evident, inter alia, from the level of senior political
representation at the 52 session’s high-level segment
(which saw the participation of more than 130 world leaders,
including three heads or deputy heads of State, eight heads
or deputy heads of government, and 117 ministers or vice-
ministers), from the large number of thematic and country-

specific human rights issues placed on the Council’s agenda

52nd Regular Session of the Human Rights
Council, Geneva.
UN Photo / Violaine Martin
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during the year (2023 saw the adoption of 110 texts — the
third highest in history), and from the high political value
placed by States, again, especially powerful States, on
securing and retaining seats on the UN’s apex human rights

body.

Notwithstanding, 2023 was not without challenges for the
Council and the effective fulfilment of its mandate. Continu-
ing a trend seen over the past five years, polarisation and
division continued to grow, especially on country situations,
‘societal issues’ (e.g., those dealing with gender, sexual and
reproductive health rights, family), religion and incitement to
discrimination and hatred, and long-standing ‘sores’ in in-

ter-State relations such as racism and human rights in the

Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT).




Power shifts at the Council

Generally-speaking, the power balance at the Council
continued to see a shift in favour of China, core members
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), such as
Egypt, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia, and core members of
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) such as Cuba (Russia
continued to be isolated following its invasion of Ukraine), and
away from Western States such as the United States (US),
European Union (EU) members, and the United Kingdom
(UK). This was down to two main factors: a relative increase
in influence on the part of China, and a relative decrease in

US and wider Western influence.

At the start of 2023, China ‘pivoted’ away from the
aggressive diplomacy (i.e., the so-called ‘wolf warrior’

diplomacy) that had characterised its approach over recent

times, especially in response to US-led attempts to bring
it to book over allegations of gross and systematic human
rights violations in the Xinxiang province, and towards a
more engaging, constructive and forward-looking approach,
led by a new human rights team at the Permanent Mission
of China. This has been extremely successful, and has seen
China develop stronger and more cordial relations with Latin
American democracies, with many Western States, as well
as with OHCHR. 2023 saw China inter alia drop contentious
resolutions such as one on ‘colonialism,’ table fewer ‘hostile
amendments,” work with the High Commissioner to help
fund more human rights advisors (albeit advisors focused
solely on economic, social, and cultural rights), organise a
first thematic Council side event (on women'’s rights), and
secure the adoption, by consensus, of a resolution on

inequality.

Volker Tiirk, High Commissionner for Human Rights with
Vaclav, BalekPresident of'the Human Rights Council at the

52nd session of the Human Rights Council. 28 February 2023.
UN Photo / Jean Marc Ferré -
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Volker Tiirk, United Nations, High Commissioner
of the Human Rights during the 54nd session of
the Human Rights Council.

11 september 2023. UN Photo / Jean Marc Ferré




On the other hand, 2023 saw important countries of the
Western European and Others Group (WEOG) continue
to adopt positions and pursue strategies that undermined
the West’s relationship with important developing country

blocs, especially the African Group and the OIC.

Regarding the latter, at the 52" session in March (HRC52),
some Western States again called a vote and voted against
important resolutions on the human rights situation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT). This included
item 7 resolutions on the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination (three Council members voted against —
Czechia, UK, and US), and on Israeli settlements in the OPT
(incredibly, considering the importance of this issue as a key
barrier to peace in the Middle East, four countries voted
against, including — again — Czechia, UK, and US); and one
item 2 resolution on the obligation to ensure accountability
and justice for human rights violations in the OPT (of West-

ern States, only the US voted against).

To their credit, other Western States, notably Belgium, Fin-
land, France, Germany, and Luxembourg, voted in favour of
all three texts. However, broadly speaking, the issue of hu-
man rights in the OPT continues to be an open sore in terms
of the West’s relations with members of the OIC, including
more ‘moderate’ members, and indeed, with large parts of
the Global South. Moreover, the failure of some Western
States to engage seriously on the matter of decades of seri-
ous human rights abuses in the OPT significantly undermines
their ability to mediate between Israel and the Palestinians/
OIC, a point placed in stark relief recently, following Hamas’
terrorist attacks against Israel, and Israel’s subsequent inva-
sion of Gaza. It will be crucial in 2024 for trusted partners in
the West, such as those that voted in favour of resolutions
on the OPT this year, as well as countries such as Norway,
to engage with the Palestinian delegation and take steps to
ensure that the Council addresses the situation of human

rights in the OPT on its merits. That should include, as a key

first step, completing the movement of relevant resolutions
from item 7 to item 2, where they should then be given a ‘fair

hearing’ — including by the UK and the US.

The second issue that served to drive a wedge between
the West and the OIC, including ‘moderate’ OIC members,
in 2023, was the former’s response to the spate of ‘Quran
burnings’ in northern Europe, especially in Sweden. This
is unquestionably a complex issue from the perspective of
international human rights law, involving differing interpre-
tations of the threshold between legitimate free expression
on the one hand, and incitement to religious discrimination,
hatred, and violence on the other. Western allegations of
hypocrisy against some OIC members that routinely fail to
protect the rights of religious minorities in their countries are
also justified. Even so, the strategy of Sweden, the EU dele-
gation, the US, and others to avoid debate and instead try to
divide the OIC, and the failure of the EU as a whole to speak
out against the ‘Quran burnings,” served to further inflame

Muslim opinion, in Europe and around the world.

As aresult, on 11 July, during the Council’s 53 session, the
OIC called an urgent debate to ‘discuss the alarming rise in
premeditated and public acts of religious hatred as manifest-
ed by recurrent desecration of the Holy Quran in some Euro-
pean and other countries.” Following the debate, Pakistan,
on behalf of the OIC, tabled a draft resolution on countering
religious hatred constituting incitement to discrimination,
hostility, or violence. Despite Western efforts to push back
against the return of this ‘defamation of religions’ approach,
the OIC comfortably won the vote on the draft, which was

adopted by 28 in favour, 12 against, and 7 abstentions.

Turning to Western relations with the African Group, again,
two issues in particular served to undermine ties in 2023: a
UK-led special session on the human rights situation in Su-
dan; and — more importantly — the baffling decision, on the
part of some Western States, to continue to call a vote on

the Africa Group’s resolutions on combatting racism.
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Regarding the former, on 11 May the Council held a 36th
special session on ‘the human rights impact of the on-
going conflict in the Sudan.’ The session was requested
via an official letter signed by the Permanent Representative
of the UK, on behalf of the UK, the US, Norway, and Ger-
many. While the terrible human rights consequences of the
ongoing civil conflict in Sudan clearly merit attention by the
Council, the UK failed to secure any African support for the
convening of the special session, and in the vote on the out-
come resolution at the end of the session all African States
either voted against (including Gambia) or abstained (includ-

ing Malawi).

Regarding racism, before and during HRC54, the Afri-
can Group, under South Africa’s leadership, went to great
lengths to amend the text of its annual resolution on ‘From
rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete action against

racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intoler-

i
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ance,’ to try to secure consensus. This resolution is — under-
standably — of immense importance to the countries of the
African Group, yet the sad reality is that of the 13 resolutions
on the subject tabled by the African Group since 2006, only
four had been adopted by consensus (in 2009, 2010, 2017,
and 2019). On nine occasions a Western State (usually the
US) had called a vote, and in most years when a vote was
called, a significant majority of Western members of the
Council, plus EU member States from the Eastern European

Group, voted against.

The reason for Western opposition to Africa’s resolutions on
racism is centred on spurious Israeli claims that the main UN
framework for combatting racial discrimination, the Durban
Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA), is somehow
linked with anti-Semitism (in reality, the DDPA is designed

inter alia to fight anti-Semitism and all forms of racial dis-

crimination and hatred). Notwithstanding the unsubstan-

Representative of South Africa during High Level
meeting commemorating the thirty-fifth anniversary

of the Declaration the Right to Development.
28 february 2023. UN Photo / Jean Marc Ferré



tiated nature of such claims, ahead of and during HRC54
South Africa went to great lengths to amend the draft text
to respond to Israeli/Western concerns. Indeed, for a while
it looked as though those efforts would pay dividends. Con-
sensus looked possible until the 7 October terrorist attacks
by Hamas against Israel, after which Western and Eastern
European Group (EU) members fell back on their long-stand-
ing support for Israel’s position on the DDPA. The resolution
was ultimately adopted with 33 votes in favour, 7 absten-
tions, and 7 against (all WEOG and EEG States, plus Nepal).
This caused a great deal of anger and ill-feeling on the part

of members of the African Group.

Emerging thematic human rights concerns

Notwithstanding the increasing polarisation at the Coun-
cil, the body continued to be ‘ahead of the curve’ in 2023
in addressing new and emerging human rights concerns,
such as digital technology and human rights, the right to
a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment, democracy,
and inequality (all relevant Council resolutions adopted by

consensus).

Regarding the latter, the Council’s last session of the year
saw the issue of inequality rise to the top of the body’s
agenda. At the start of the session, in his opening address,
the High Commissioner for Human Rights made inequality
his primary thematic focus, calling on the UN human rights
system to play a far more important role in confronting one
of the key challenges of our time. Then, during the session,
China presented a resolution on ‘Promoting and protecting
economic, social and cultural rights within the context of ad-
dressing inequalities,” which inter alia calls for a scaling-up
of general budget-funded posts at OHCHR to work on eco-
nomic and social rights/inequality. The eventual adoption of
the resolution by consensus is also a positive development,

showing China’s willingness to be flexible in light of Western

concerns about the drawing of too close a link between hu-
man rights and development, and a willingness on the part
of States that usually vote against China-led texts to judge

the resolution and the issue on its merits.

One thematic area of continued disagreement, however,
was the Council’s work on ‘societal issues,’ especially is-
sues touching upon ‘gender.” For example, June sessions
of the Council traditionally see a large number of resolutions
focused on issues of gender, and women’s and girl’s rights.
Over recent years, those texts have increasingly attract-
ed hostile amendments from socially conservative States,
especially Russia and members of the OIC. The Council’s
531 session was no different. Two resolutions in particular
were the focus of attention during the session: a Canada-led
text on accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence
against women and girls: preventing and responding to all
forms of violence against women and girls in criminal justice
detention, and a draft resolution on child, early and forced
marriage: ending and preventing forced marriage. The latter
text was presented by a cross-regional core group made
up of the Netherlands, Argentina, Canada, Honduras, Italy,
Montenegro, Poland, Sierra Leone, Switzerland, Thailand,

United Kingdom, and Uruguay.

Three amendments were introduced to the Canada-led text
on violence against women and girls, one by the Russian
Federation, one by Irag and Saudi Arabia, and one by Egypt.
The Russian amendment sought to remove ‘disputed’ terms
such as ‘comprehensive sexuality education,” ‘gender-re-
sponsive’ and ‘the right to sexual and reproductive health.’
The Irag-Saudi Arabia amendment likewise sought to delete
what they consider to be ‘controversial’ or ‘disputed’ lan-
guage, such as ‘reproductive rights’ and ‘bodily autonomy,’
while Egypt’s amendment rejected the inclusion of language
on ‘comprehensive sexuality education’ arguing that this
‘highly controversial language’ would risk making children

‘sexualized’ and make it harder to ‘maintain stable families.’
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Egypt’s amendment also rejected the term ‘safe abortion.’
All three amendments were called to a vote, and all were

rejected.

In the end, the unamended resolution was adopted by con-
sensus, although China disassociated itself from consensus,
and Pakistan disassociated itself from the paragraphs refer-

ring to SRHR and bodily autonomy.

Six amendments were tabled to the draft resolution on child,

early and forced marriage:

e One, presented by Nigeria and Saudi Arabia seeking
to add ‘with appropriate direction from their parents
or legal guardians, with the best interests of the child
as their basic concern,” when referring to the provision
of information on sexual and reproductive health to
adolescent girls and boys and young women and men.

The amendment was rejected by vote.

A

A Permanent Representative
of Iraq at a biennial high-level
panel on the death penalty.

28 february 2023. UN Photo / Jean Marc Ferré

One, presented by Iraq seeking to eliminate language
on ‘bodily integrity, autonomy and agency of women
and girls,” ‘reproductive rights,” ‘bodily integrity and
autonomy’ (to be replaced with ‘personal integrity and

autonomy’). The amendment was rejected by vote.

Two, introduced by Egypt, one seeking to include
additional language after ‘domestic violence and intimate
partner violence’ to clarify that this is only relevant
‘where [they are] addressed separately in different legal
systems’ (the amendment was rejected by vote), and
one with language differentiating the rights of women
to have control over their sexuality and SRHR from the
rights of girls (the amendment was also rejected by

vote).

Two, introduced by Russia, one of which was rejected

by vote, and one which was eventually withdrawn.

In the end, the unamended resolution was adopted by con-

Sensus.




Situations of violations

In 2023, the Council continued to take robust action on situ-
ations of serious human rights violations in countries includ-
ing Afghanistan, Belarus, Burundi, DPRK, Eritrea, Myanmar,
Nicaragua, Syria, Sudan, and Russia (both in the context
of its domestic human rights situation and its war against
Ukraine). Regarding the latter two, for example, at its 54"
session the Council renewed the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Russia and cre-

ated an Independent Fact-Finding Mission on Sudan.

The resolution on human rights in the Russian Federation
was adopted with 18 votes in favour, 22 abstentions, and
7 votes against. Although this represents a slight decrease
in support compared to the previous resolution (adopted
with 17 votes in favour, 24 abstentions, and 6 against), it
nonetheless represents an important statement of intent to
continue to hold Russia — a powerful State and permanent
member of the Security Council — to account. This sense
was subsequently reinforced in October when Russia was
comprehensively defeated in its attempt to win election to

the Council following its suspension last year.

The resolution on ‘Responding to the human rights and hu-
manitarian crisis caused by the ongoing armed conflict in
the Sudan’ was adopted with 19 votes in favour, 12 absten-
tions, and 16 against. With the text, the Council decided to
establish a fact-finding mission to avoid the growing sense
of impunity amongst military and political leaders in the
country. The text is significant in that it builds on resolution
S-36/1 adopted at the conclusion of the special session on
Sudan in May 2023, at which time the main sponsors, led by
the UK, did not have the support to create an accountability

mechanism.

Notwithstanding these important steps, as a general rule it
became more difficult in 2023 for the main sponsors of coun-
try-specific resolutions under items 2 and 4 (usually Western
States) to win votes and secure the adoption of the texts.
This was seen in the context of the close votes on Sudan (at
both the special session and the 54" regular session) and
the EU’s decision not to table a resolution (also at HRC54)
extending the mandate of the International Commission of
Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia (established in Decem-

ber 2021 and renewed in October 2023) for a further year.

Technical assistance and capacity-building

In a positive development during 2023, there was an in-
creased focus during the year on seeking to improve coun-
tries’ human rights situations through dialogue, cooperation,
technical assistance, and capacity-building (e.g., a resolution

on technical assistance to Colombia, adopted at HRC53).

To take one session as an example, HRC54 saw the adop-
tion of no fewer than seven country-specific (or — in an im-
portant first for the Council — region-specific) resolutions
under item 10. These were focused on Cambodia, Yemen,
Honduras, Central African Republic, Somalia, the Caribbe-
an, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Three of these
were tabled at the initiative of the country/region concerned
(the Caribbean, Honduras, and Somalia), and — showing
the willingness of States to innovate — two broke important
new ground. The text focused on Honduras is a rare hybrid
text, aiming to strengthen the enjoyment of human rights of
persons deprived of liberty in the penitentiary system in the
country, while the text on the Caribbean calls for the estab-
lishment of a regional office of the UN High Commissioner

for Human Rights for the Caribbean Community.






A window into the
work of the UN's
human rights pillar...

Members of the Human Rights Council hold the main re-
sponsibility for pursuing and fuffilling the body’s important
mandate and thereby ‘promoting universal respect for the
protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for

all’ (GA resolution 60/251).

When establishing the Council, the UN General Assembly
(GA) decided that it would consist of 47 member States,

elected by a majority of its members. In making their choice,
members of the GA would take into account the contribution
of the candidates to the promotion and protection of human

rights, as well as their voluntary pledges and commitments.

-'..-_ s Y ?._, ""_',-""n:- -

The GA, furthermore, decided that elected members should
uphold the highest standards in the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights and fully cooperate with the Council and
its mechanisms. Moreover, it was agreed that the Council’s
methods of work would be transparent, fair, and impartial,
enable genuine dialogue, be results-oriented, allow for sub-
sequent follow-up discussions to recommendations and
their implementation, and allow for substantive interaction

with Special Procedures and other mechanisms.

yourHRC.org aims to promote transparency around the de-
gree to which the Council and its members are delivering
on this crucial mandate, passed to them by the GA and,
ultimately, entrusted to them by ‘the Peoples of the United

Nations’ described in the UN Charter.




L]
e s

:ﬂ v AL LT T T T
n PSS Al L L L T T

jedbastnacsesennney
.;;--iliillilllllill:.'

Y TILLIYLXT l..'l_lllll*‘

sahloovanee !llliigy
...i-ntil#---.liil-:-....
aae0sBReNORENNRRRT,

* eec00eedeendeesesg,. "’
sesnese |

sessenee 80609,
BRSNS NeNIES 0000, . "’
SN ENNNNON000800ss,
Al LTI

LAt b dd I IITT
LARRAsEEINRERRRA,
Y :ill LLII T
o B (LI
T B
SR ..1.%-..“"" 5
- LTI SRopen -, °
o $isnsssensass
T

a I IT]
-ilri#lli:ﬂr

B el -, i (Ll

Ly rr] Fdag
Fekddadapy
LI FET
RPBIE o i v : 'h._.
» a LT .
. iR -
i
Hﬁr F '
el
- L] ’ 'r'li.-\'l,.l“ '.' - -

[E1%] ;
i & by or o

."’lFI||
*8a
L Y T
LT ]

tag
e @ ]

il

L
-



PART |

plopX:

THE WORK, OUTPUT, AND
PERFORMANCE OF THE COUNCIL
~ AND ITS MECHANISMS




141

THE COUNCIL'S FOCUS
AND OUTPUT:

RESOLUTIONS
AND MECHANISMS

Number of Council texts adopted over time

2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023

0
X X
W00 B G E RS & 6 SR R S 0“%6'»“& O

Number of Council texts adopted over time

— Voted resolutions (during the year) == March session

Number of 29

triennial resolutions I Presidential statements = June session
B Substantive Decisions® = September session
Number of M Resolutions
biennial resolutions 50

Number of
Resolutions voted in 2023 30

Data source: Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (‘OHCHR’) website / URG Resolutions Portal.




The focus of the Council’s texts by agenda item (2008-2023)

[ ®

® ez

ITEM 9 ITEM 3
4,2% 56,9%

ITEM 7
4,8%
ITEM 4
0% em 10

12,7%

E Percentage of texts adopted under
e~ eachof the Council's agenda items
&5 between 2008 - 2023

S

NUMBER OF TEXTS

3

"
AA
2 2

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Data Source: Council texts (resolutions, decisions and presidential statements) adopted between 2008-2023, available on the OHCHR extranet
and via the URG Resolutions Portal.
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Financial implications of Council resolutions (2012- 2023)
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I
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I
|
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. |
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18 88

Texts without PBI - Texts with PBI (with no extra-budgetary appropriations)

- Texts with PBI (requiring extra-budgetary appropriations)

N J

Data Source: Programme Budget Implications (PBIs) arising from each resolution (2012-2023) available
on the OHCHR extranet and via the URG Resolutions Portal.
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Evolution of Council Special Sessions since 2006

Number of
ecial sessions

£ 2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

[ Country specific
I Thematic

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
72020
2021
2022
72023

Total

Total

Number
of Special
Sessions
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Donors of the Voluntary Trust Fund to support the
participation of LDCs and SIDS in the Council 2023

e Donors to the LDCs/SIDS Trust Fund
| e Q © O
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Top themes in 2023:
focus of thematic resolutions

(OVPS " foc"s

Human rights
defenders

Indigenous Peoples
Women’s rights
Migrants

Minorities Older persons

Rights of the child

People of african descent

Persons with disabilities
Peasants

Total:14

Total:15

4 politica/ ,;
R 0.

Total:14

Total:20

Note: The size of each bubble and word/phrase within the bubble relates to the number of resolutions adopted with that focus/theme in 2023.

Data source: Council resolutions available on the OHCHR extranet and via the URG Resolutions Portal.
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HRC52

HRC53

HRC 54

State participation in Interactive Dialogues
of the Special Procedures in 2023

1D on the report of the HCin the Occupied Palestinian Territory
Enhanced ID on human rights in Eritrea
1D with SR on Afgt
ID with the GHRE in Nicaragua
Enhanced ID with the CHRSS South Sudan
1D with the SR on the sale and sexual exploitation of children
1D with SR on adequate housing
1D with SR on right to food
1D with IE on albinism
ID SR on the R2HE —
ID with SR on freedom of religion or belief —
1D with the SR on persons with disabilities —
ID with the SR on countering terrorism u
1D with SR on torture
1D with SR on privacy
1D with IE on foreign debt
1D with the SR on human rights defenders —
1D with SR on cultural rights
1D with SRSG on VAC -
1D with SRSG CAAC -

1D with the SR on Myanmar
1D with the SR on the Islamic Republic of Iran
1D with the SR on the DPRK
ID with the SR on minority issues
1D with the IE on Mali

EID with SR on human rights in Afghanistan & WG on —
discrimination against women and girls

EID on report of HC on human rights in Sudan f—

EID on human rights in Eritrea
1D with ongoing COl on Occupied Palestininian Territory —

1D on annual report of the High Commissioner

ID with the Independent Expert on SOGI

1D with WG on Discrimination against women and girls —
ID with the SR on Right to health

1D with the SR on violence against women and girls —

ID with SR on freedom of expression L
ID with the SR on leprosy
ID with SR on judges and lawyers —

1D with SR on human rights of migrants —

1D with SR on executions

1D with WG on human rights and corf
ID with SR on right to education
ID with SR on human rights and climate change
1D with SR on trafficking
1D with the IE on human rights and international solidarity
1D with SR on rights to freedom of assembly and association
1D with SR on extreme poverty

IE on human rights in CAR

IE on human rights in Somalia

WG on People of African Descent

WG on using mercanaries to violate human rights and to self determination
SR on human rights in Cambodia

IE on democratic and equitable international order

SR on negative impacts of UCM

SR on rights of indig peoples

SR on Human Rights in Burundi
IE on the right to develoy
SR on Afghanistan
SR on contemporary forms of slavery

WG on arbitrary d

SR on Russian Fed
SR on implications of envi lly sound
disposal of I Jous waste
WG on enforced disap es

SR on Truth, Justice and Reparation

SR on the right to devel

SR on human right to safe drinking water and
IE on enjoyment of rights of older persons

B AG M APG M EEG M GRULAC WEOG i Other Group
statements

Data source: OHCHR extranet.
Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.



Evolution of amendments to Council resolutions
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GEOGRAPHIC FOCUS
OF THE COUNCIL SyrianArabRepuinc@ (

Geographic focus of Council texts
and special sessions (2006-2023)

Palestine @

Israeli
Israel
settlements

Occupied Palestinian
Territory

Haiti
@ Libya

Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of)

3 Mali

St o

Nicaragua o

) . (6te d'lvoire
@ Special session

TEXTS ADOPTED:

O ltem 1 ‘

Data source: Council texts (resolutions, decisions, or presidential statements) 2006-2023, available on the OHCHR
extranet and via the URG Resolutions Portal.
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Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.
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GLOBAL COVERAGE OF THE UN

HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM IN 2023

241

Netherlands

leeland Belgium Finland
Ari
Syrian Arab
epublic
Denmark Lithuania Q Qo
Canada United Belarus
Kingdom Germany Poland
Luxembourgo =R Czechia
Liechtenstein ifance
Switzerland € 4 .
_ Romania & A
Serblao a“H Mold(m-
[ ‘ Georgia@i
United States of America Hefz(ésgrgeina ?‘lanéew,ﬂ}
Montenegro resg«,lljtrwlo)rlﬂ HRC
' Macedonla Lebanon &b @
‘ Morocco Israel -
@ Jordan
Tunisia Algeria a
Libya
Bahamas
Mexico
Dominican Republic
Cuba
o CapeVe‘rde Mﬁigﬂa Q aAAa a“aa
4\ Belize i Mali Niger A A Q
Guatemala @) @ — AHonduras 5 hica Senegal @ ﬁﬁ Sudan  griles
El Salvador @ ~ @Nicaragua 4\ Barbados Gambia @ ——
N Guinea-Bissau g — Guinea
Costa Rica g% —— ) Veﬁézuéla ,~ A Trinidad and Tobago A A
(Bolivarian Sierra Leone @ —— Nigeria QAT QUA- Ethiopi
Republic of) S \CHENE]
P a 3 o Ghana Central African ' South
anama A Suriname Liberia 44 Republic Sudan
Colombia Togo Benin  Cameroon .4
Burkina Kenya
Ecuador Eaustorial Faso el Dﬁmocr@tic _—_—
uatoria epublic
uninea @ oftthongo
A
Peru
Brazil Ji
A A
Bolivia 2l
(Plurinational
State of)
Botswana
A\ Paraguay
a
Chile
N A A Eswati
Argentina South Africa
. @\Uruguay
A Lesotho

GLOBAL COVEF

THEMATIC SPECIAL
PROCEDURES

COUNTRY-SPECIFIC SPECIAL PROCEDURES
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and via the URG Resolutions Portal.

Data source: Council texts (resolutions, decisions, or presidential statements) 2006-2023, available on the OHCHR extranet
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PART II

plopX:

COUNCIL MEMBER STATES:
ENGAGEMENT, PRINCIPAL
SPONSORSHIP, COOPERATION




MEMBERSHIP OF THE
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

IN 2023

‘ Incoming members 2023

[4-1 Reelected members

Outgoin
[_} going

members

@®  Bureau member -
President

203 B.ureaum.ember-
@ Vice-president

Members of
The Consultative Group

Members of
The Working Group on situations

28|
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Data source: OHCHR website.
Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.
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COOPERATION WITH THE
UN, ITS REPRESENTATIVES,
AND MECHANISMS IN THE
FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Secretary-General’s report

On 21 August 2023, the Assistant Secretary-
General for Human Rights, Ms. llize Brands
Kehris, presented the fortieth annual report
pursuant to Council resolution 12/2) on:
‘Cooperation with the UN, its representatives,
and mechanisms in the field of human rights.’
The report contains information on allegations
of intimidation and reprisals during the reporting
period of 1 May 2022 to 30 April 2023, including

follow-up to cases included in previous reports.

Through resolution 12/2, the Council expressed
concern about ongoing reports of intimidation
and reprisals against individuals and groups
cooperating or having cooperated with the
United Nations (UN), its representatives, and
human rights mechanisms. The Council strongly
condemned such acts by both governments

and non-state actors.

The 2023 report details various forms of

reprisals and intimidation aimed at discouraging
participation or cooperation with a range of UN
entities, both at Headquarters and in the field,
throughout the reporting period. The report
recalls that Council resolution 48/17 welcomed
good practices by Member States to prevent
and address intimidation and reprisals, including
legislative frameworks safeguarding the right
to access, communicate, and cooperate with
international bodies. The report consequently
offers a compilation of these good practices,
encompassing legal and policy frameworks at
the national level, efforts to secure safe online
cooperation with the UN, and measures to
protect and support those at risk or having
suffered intimidation and reprisals for their

collaboration with the United Nations.




An analysis of elements of good practices and
lessons learned is also provided in the report. The
report explains that, over the past five years, the
Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights
has led the UN response to reprisals, collecting
good practices and lessons in collaboration with
Member States, UN entities, and cooperating
individuals and groups. These practices adhere
to principles such as “do no harm” and a victim
and survivor-oriented approach, including
confidentiality, privacy, informed consent, risk
mitigation, and a gender and youth perspective

with an intersectional approach.

The report underscores existing good practices,
emphasising prevention through a zero-
tolerance approach to reprisals and clear
communication from UN leadership. It also
highlights awareness-raising efforts among UN
staff, Member States, and relevant civil society
entities. Effective protocols, some confidential,
are in place, featuring clear responsibilities,
a step-by-step process for documenting or
verifying allegations, and a response based on

a predictable toolbox.



Afghanistan
Algeria
Andorra
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Belarus
Burundi
Cameroon
China
Colombia
Cuba
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Djibouti
Egypt
France
Guatemala
India
Indonesia
Iran

Iraq

Additionally, as with each annual report on reprisals, the report summarises and provides infor-

mation on reported allegations of intimidation and reprisals in different UN member States. In
2023 the Secretary-General presents information on cases in the following countries:

Israel

Libya

Maldives

Mali

Mexico

Myanmar

Nicaragua

Pakistan

Philippines

Qatar

Russian Federation

Saudi Arabia

South Sudan

United Arab Emirates
United Republic of Tanzania
Uzbekistan

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)
Viet Nam

Yemen

State of Palestine



Finally, and again in line with previous annual reports, the document summarises responses it
has received from States to the allegations made in previous reports. In 2023, the Secretary-
General reports having received responses from the following countries:

Andorra Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Bahrain Israel

Bangladesh Libya

Belarus W Ee[\VE

Burundi Mexico

Cameroon Nicaragua

China Pakistan

Colombia Philippines

Cuba Russian Federation
Djbibouti Saudi Arabia

Egypt Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)
Guatemala Viet Nam

India Yemen

Indonesia State of Palestine
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Latin America and Caribbean Group
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African Group
(AG)

Overview of members

Voluntary  yoluntary contribution  NHRI accreditation
contribution to t0 OHCHR 2023 status Membership
OHCHR (2022) (30 November2023)  (13July2023) terms to date
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Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes,
and methodology, please see endnote.



Principal sponsorship

Benin: Question of the death penalty.

Coéte d’lvoire: Implementation of the International Year of
the Family and its follow-up processes in the promotion and

protection of human rights.

Gambia: Working Group on the rights of peasants and other

people working in rural areas; Human rights of older persons

Morocco: World Programme for Human Rights Educa-
tion; Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice,
reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence; Enforced or
involuntary disappearances; Enhancement of technical co-
operation and capacity-building in the field of human rights;
Elimination of discrimination against persons affected by
leprosy (Hansen'’s disease) and their family members; Ex-
treme poverty and human rights; New and emerging digital
technologies and human rights; Human rights, democracy
and the rule of law; The human right to a clean, healthy and

sustainable environment.

Senegal: World Programme for Human Rights Education;

Cooperation with regional human rights organizations.
Somalia: Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights

South Africa: Working Group on the rights of peasants and
other people working in rural areas; Promoting and protect-
ing economic, social and cultural rights within the context of
addressing inequalities; Commemoration of the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the thirtieth anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and

Programme of Action.

African Group: Notwithstanding such individual leadership,
it is important to note that African States often work through
their regional group. In 2023, the African Group led on, in-
ter alia, the following resolutions:: Mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the envi-
ronmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous
substances and wastes; A world of sports free from rac-
ism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intoler-
ance; Mandate of the Working Group of Experts on People
of African Descent; From rhetoric to reality: a global call for
concrete action against racism, racial discrimination, xeno-
phobia and related intolerance; Technical assistance and
capacity-building in the field of human rights in the Central
African Republic; Technical assistance and capacity-build-
ing in the field of human rights in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo; The negative impact of the non-repatriation
of funds of illicit origin to the countries of origin on the en-
joyment of human rights, and the importance of improving
international cooperation; Mandate of Special Rapporteur
on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xe-
nophobia and related intolerance; Mandate of the Intergov-
ernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of
the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action; Technical
assistance and capacity-building to improve human rights in
Libya; Technical assistance and capacity-building for Mali in
the field of human rights; Technical assistance and capaci-

ty-building for South Sudan.
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Contribution to Council debates,
panel discussions, and dialogues in 2023

36 30 56 3
Algeria ‘3 I N
- 36 31
Benin gy —
36 32 1
Cameroon (@) ]
N ) y 36 1 20 2
Cote d'lvoire I ) l 1
36 29 1
Fritrea (@ |
36 21
Gabon Ky I
. 36 25 1
Gambia & E—
. 36 18 1
Malawi (@) —
36 30 49 5
Morocco . I N
. 36 23
Senegal () I
) - 36 30 35 3
Somalia I_) I B
. - 36 31 3
South Africa g 1§
36 30 4 4
Sudan G I _________§
Empty Chair Regional group statements
Indicator I Sub-regional group statements
mYES Political group statements
NO m Cross-regional group statements

Other joint statements

Note: This bar chart shows the number of joint statements each State has joined during Council general debates, panel discussions, and interactive
dialogues with the Special Procedures. The empty chair symbol indicates whether, overall, the country, as a Council member, participated (individual
statements) in more than 10% of panel discussions, general debates, and interactive dialogues. For comprehensive information on data sources,
timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.



Voting analysis

(ote South
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Voting analysis

(6te South
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- 53/19 Situation of human rights in Belarus

Situation of human rights in Belarus in
- the run-up to the 2020 presidential
election and in its aftermath

- 54/20 Situation of human rights in Burundi
4
- Situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran
- Situation of human right§ in the Syrian
Arab Republic
- Situation of human rights in Ukraine

stemming from the Russian aggression
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Voting analysis
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Durban Declaration and Programme of Action

Cooperation with and assistance to
53/30 Ukraine in the field of human rights
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Enhancement of technical cooperation and
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the Commission for the Clarification of Truth,
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SPECIAL PROCEDURES

TREATY BODIES

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC

Cooperation with human rights mechanisms
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Asia-Pacific Group
(APG)

Overview of members

Voluntary ~ Voluntary contribution ~ NHRI accreditation Membership

contribution to to OHCHR 2023 status terms to date
OHCHR (2022) (30 November2023) (13 July 2023)
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Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.

44|



Principal sponsorship

Bangladesh: Human rights and climate change; Commem-
oration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and the thirtieth anniversary of the

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.

China: Promoting and protecting economic, social and cul-
tural rights within the context of addressing inequalities; The
contribution of development to the enjoyment of all human

rights.

India: Elimination of discrimination against persons affect-
ed by leprosy (Hansen’s disease) and their family members;
Commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights and the thirtieth anni-

versary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.

Kazakhstan: Ensuring quality education for peace and tol-

erance for every child.

Kyrgyzstan: Ensuring quality education for peace and tol-
erance for every child; Working Group on the rights of peas-
ants and other people working in rural areas; Elimination of
discrimination against persons affected by leprosy (Hansen’s

disease) and their family members.

Malaysia: Promoting human rights and the Sustainable
Development Goals through transparent, accountable and

efficient public service delivery.

Maldives: Mandate of Special Rapporteur on the indepen-
dence of judges and lawyers; The human right to a clean,

healthy and sustainable environment.

Pakistan: Promoting and protecting economic, social and
cultural rights within the context of addressing inequali-

ties.

Qatar: Contribution of the implementation of the objectives

of the International Year of the Family and its follow-up pro-

cesses in the promotion and protection of human rights; En-
hancement of technical cooperation and capacity-building
in the field of human rights; Situation of human rights in the

Syrian Arab Republic.

United Arab Emirates: Realization of the equal enjoyment

of the right to education by every girl

Uzbekistan: Ensuring quality education for peace and tol-

erance for every child.

Viet Nam: Human rights and climate change; Commemo-
ration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and the thirtieth anniversary of the

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.

OIC: Notwithstanding such individual leadership, it is import-
ant to note that some APG States regularly work through
political groups, especially the Organisation of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) and the Arab Group. During 2023, the OIC
led on the following resolutions: Countering religious hatred
constituting incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence;
Implementation of Human Rights Council resolution 31/36;
Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other
minorities in Myanmar; Human rights situation in the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
the obligation to ensure accountability and justice; Human
rights in the occupied Syrian Golan; Right of the Palestinian
people to self-determination; Israeli settlements in the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
in the occupied Syrian Golan; Combating intolerance, neg-
ative stereotyping and stigmatization of, and discrimination,
incitement to violence and violence against, persons based

on religion or belief.

In 2022, the Arab Group led on the following resolutions:
Technical assistance and capacity-building for Yemen in the

field of human rights
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Contribution to Council debates,
panel discussions, and dialogues in 2023

36 2
Bangladesh () 1§
33 3
China (g I
o 2 i
India g I
o 2 23 2
Kazakhstan {_) I
2 11
Kyrgyzstan )M I
9 31 2
Malaysia (& IS B
1 40
Maldives (G -
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Nepal (E5)
24 1
Pakistan (|3 |
30 41
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30 38
United Arab Emirates () IEEEEG_—_———— B
. ) 18
Uzbekistan g/ I
9 18 1
Viet Nam () I
Empty Chair Regional group statements
Indicator M Sub-regional group statements
mYES Political group statements
NO M Cross-regional group statements

Other joint statements

Note: This bar chart shows the number of joint statements each State has joined during Council general debates,
panel discussions, and interactive dialogues with the Special Procedures. The empty chair symbol indicates
whether, overall, the country, as a Council member, participated (individual statements) in more than 10% of

panel discussions, general debates, and interactive dialogues. For comprehensive information on data sources,
timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.
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Voting analysis

United Arab

Agenda Text Text Title {Bangladesh China  India Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan Malaysia Maldives Nepal ~Pakistan Qatar  Emirates Uzbekistan VletNam]
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i he ights of
= 5419 Sniaterseopewotingnro e mO OO OO0 02020,02,02020

{ @ thematic @8 Country 9 Institutional Procedural } { Against OAbstention Infavour ONovote }

| 47



48 |

Voting analysis
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Voting analysis

United Arab
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Cooperation with and assistance to
53/30 Ukraine in the field of human rights

52/40 Cooperation with Georgia
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Coexistence and Non-Repetition
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SPECIAL PROCEDURES

TREATY BODIES

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC

REVIEW

Cooperation with human rights mechanisms
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Eastern European
Group (EEQ)

Overview of members

Voluntary ~ Voluntary contribution -~ NHRI accreditation Membership

contribution to to OHCHR 2023 status terms to date
OHCHR (2022) (30 November2023) (13 July 2023)
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Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.
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Principal sponsorship

Czechia: Situation of human rights in the Russian Federation;

Georgia: Promoting human rights and the Sustainable
Development Goals through transparent, accountable and

efficient public service delivery; Cooperation with Georgia.

Lithuania: Situation of human rights in the Russian

Federation.

Montenegro: Child, early and forced marriage: ending and

preventing forced marriage.

Romania: Situation of humanrightsinthe Russian Federation;
Extreme poverty and human rights; Commemoration of the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the thirtieth anniversary of the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action; Human rights,

democracy and the rule of law.

Ukraine: Cooperation with and assistance to Ukraine in the
field of human rights; Situation of human rights in Ukraine

stemming from the Russian aggression.
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Contribution to Council debates,
panel discussions, and dialogues in 2023

32 4
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1231/ 2
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Empty Chair Regional group statements
Indicator M Sub-regional group statements
W YES Political group statements
NO M Cross-regional group statements
Other joint statements

Note: This bar chart shows the number of joint statements each State has joined during Council general debates,
panel discussions, and interactive dialogues with the Special Procedures. The empty chair symbol indicates
whether, overall, the country, as a Council member, participated (individual statements) in more than 10% of

panel discussions, general debates, and interactive dialogues. For comprehensive information on data sources,
timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.



Voting analysis

Agenda Text Text Title {(zechia Ukraine  Lithuania Montenegro Georgia Romani

[tem

=&
_

number ' ,!:_-J i

Countering religious hatred constituting
53/1 incitement to discrimination, hostility or
violence

@ O
O fm

52/1

Advancing human rights in South
Sudan

Human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian
B52/3  Tenitory, including East Jerusalem, and the
obligation to ensure accountability and justice

Implementation of Human Rights
53/25 Council resolution 31/36

Promotion and protection of human

52/2 rights in Nicaragua

Responding to the human rights and
54/2 humanitarian crisis caused by the ongoing
armed conflict in the Sudan

53/2  Situation of human rights in Eritrea

Mandate of Independent Expert on the
54/4  promotion of a democratic and equitable
intemational order

54135 Question of the death penalty

53/28 The contn’bution of developmgnt to the
enjoyment of all human rights

The negative impact of unilateral coercive
52/13  measures on the enjoyment of human
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Use of mercenaries as a means of violating
54/3  humanrights and impeding the exercise of
the right of peoples to self-determination

Working Group on the rights of peasants

54/9 and other people working in rural areas
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Voting analysis
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election and in its aftermath

54/20  Situation of human rights in Burundi

52/27 Situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran

53/18  Situation of human rights in the Syrian
Arab Republic

Situation of human rights in Ukraine
stemming from the Russian aggression
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52/33 Human righ.ts in the occupied
Syrian Golan

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian
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occupied Syrian Golan

52/34 Right of the Palestinian people to
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52/37  Group on the Effective Implementation of the
Durhan Dedlaration and Programme of Action

Cooperation with and assistance to
53/30 Ukraine in the field of human rights

52/40 Cooperation with Georgia

Enhancement of technical cooperation and
capacity-building in the field of human rights in
53/22 (olombia toimplement the recommendations of
the Commission for the Clarification of Truth,
Coexistence and Non-Repetition
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Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

SPECIAL PROCEDURES

TREATY BODIES

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC
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please see endnote.
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581

Latin American and
Caribbean Group
(GRULAC)

Overview of members

Voluntary ~ Voluntary contribution NHRIaccreditation ~ Membership

contribution to to OHCHR 2023 status terms to date
OHCHR (2022) ~ (30 November2023) (13 July 2023)
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Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.



Principal sponsorship

Argentina: The centrality of care and support from a human
rights perspective; Special Rapporteur on the promotion of
truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence;
Human rights of older persons; Enforced or involuntary
disappearances; Business and human rights; Trafficking in
persons, especially women and children; The incompatibil-
ity between democracy and racism; Child, early and forced

marriage: ending and preventing forced marriage.

Bolivia (Plurinational State of): Working Group on the
rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas;
Promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural
rights within the context of addressing inequalities; Com-
memoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the thirtieth anniversary of

the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.

Chile: Extreme poverty and human rights; Civil society
space; Promotion and protection of human rights in Nica-
ragua; Promotion and protection of human rights and the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment; Commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the thirtieth
anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Ac-

tion.

Costa Rica: World Programme for Human Rights Educa-
tion; Question of the death penalty; Promotion and protec-
tion of human rights in Nicaragua; Commemoration of the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights and the thirtieth anniversary of the Vienna Decla-
ration and Programme of Action; The human right to a clean,

healthy and sustainable environment.

Cuba: Use of mercenaries as a means of violating human
rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to
self-determination; Mandate of the Independent Expert on
the promotion of a democratic and equitable international
order; Working Group on the rights of peasants and other

people working in rural areas; Mandate of the Independent

Expert on human rights and international solidarity; The So-
cial Forum; The right to food; Promotion of the enjoyment
of the cultural rights of everyone and respect for cultural di-

versity.

Honduras: Enhancement of technical cooperation and
capacity-building in the field of human rights; Penitentiary
system, security and justice: enhancement of technical co-
operation and capacity building to protect human rights in
Honduras; Child, early and forced marriage: ending and pre-

venting forced marriage.

Mexico: The centrality of care and support from a human
rights perspective; Human rights and Indigenous Peoples;
Right to privacy in the digital age; Question of the death pen-
alty; Mandate of Special Rapporteur on the independence
of judges and lawyers; Special Rapporteur on the rights of
persons with disabilities; The right to a nationality: equali-
ty in nationality rights in law and in practice; Human rights
of migrants: prevention and accountability for human rights
violations in transit; Mandate of Special Rapporteur on mi-
nority issues; Cooperation with regional human rights or-
ganizations; Human rights of migrants: mandate of Special
Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants; Contribution of
the Human Rights Council with regard to the human rights
implications of drug policy; Birth registration and the right of
everyone to recognition everywhere as a person before the

law.

Paraguay: The incompatibility between democracy and
racism; Promotion and protection of human rights in Nicara-
gua; Contribution of the Human Rights Council with regard

to the human rights implications of drug policy.

GRULAC: Notwithstanding such individual leadership, it is
important to note that GRULAC States also worked through
their regional group. In 2023, the GRULAC led on the follow-
ing resolutions: Mandate of Special Rapporteur on the sale,

sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children.
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Contribution to Council debates,
panel discussions, and dialogues in 2023
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Note: This bar chart shows the number of joint statements each State has joined during Council general debates,
panel discussions, and interactive dialogues with the Special Procedures. The empty chair symbol indicates
whether, overall, the country, as a Council member, participated (individual statements) in more than 10% of

panel discussions, general debates, and interactive dialogues. For comprehensive information on data sources,
timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.



Voting analysis

Agenda Text Text Title {Argentina Bolivia  Chile CostaRica Cuba Honduras Mexico Paraguay]
ltem °  number ST e = il R

Countering religious hatred constituting

1 53/1 incitement to discrimination, hostility or O O 0 0 0 O 0
violence

- 52/1 Advancing human rights in South
Sudan
2 Human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian
52/3  Tenitory, inluding East Jerusalem, and the
obligation to ensure accountability and justice
- 53/25 Implementation of Human Rights

Coundil resolution 31/36

Promotion and protection of human
rights in Nicaragua

Responding to the human rights and
- 54/2 humanitarian crisis caused by the ongoing
armed conflict in the Sudan

53/2  Situation of human rights in Eritrea

53/11 Enhancement of intemational cooperation
in the field of human rights

- 54/35 Question of the death penalty

53/28 The cor_ltribution of developmgnt tothe
enjoyment of all human rights

The negative impact of unilateral coercive
- 52/13  measures on the enjoyment of human
rights

Use of mercenaries as a means of violating
human rights and impeding the exercise of
the right of peoples to self-determination

Working Group on the rights of peasants
and other people working in rural areas

{ @ mematic B9 country Institutional /Procedural } { Against OAbstention Olnfavour ONovote }
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Voting analysis

Agenda Text 1 Text Title [Argentina Bolivia  Chile CostaRica Cuba Honduras Mexico Paraguay]

[tem

et Ctemso(s

N

Situation of human rights in Belarus

Situation of human rights in Belarus in
52/29 the run-up to the 2020 presidential
election andin its aftermath

Situation of human rights in Burundi

Situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran

Situation of human rights in the Syrian
Arab Republic

Situation of human rights in Ukraine
stemming from the Russian aggression

52/32

Human rights in the occupied
Syrian Golan

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the
occupied Syrian Golan

Right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination

From rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete
action against racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance

Mandate of the Intergovernmental Working
Group on the Effective Implementation of the
Durhan Dedlaration and Programme of Action

Cooperation with and assistance to
Ukraine in the field of human rights

Cooperation with Georgia

Enhancement of technical cooperation and
capacity-building in the field of human rights in
53/22 (olombia toimplement the recommendations of
the Commission for the Clarification of Truth,
Coexistence and Non-Repetition

[ @ tematic [ ountry [ institutional Procedural } { Against OAbstention Infavour ONovote }

*

Ratification and Reporting
is recorded for eight ‘core UN
human rights conventions’
which include: the ICCPR, the
ICESCR, CAT, the CPED, the
CEDAW, the CRC, the CERD,
and the CRPD.

Note: for more comprehensive
information on data sources,
timeframes, and methodology,
please see endnote.



SPECIAL PROCEDURES

TREATY BODIES

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC
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visit?
*(completed in 2022 due
to COVID-19 restrictions)

we @l - ©f @ - ©d - ©

o o ©
o © ©

2009,2012  2008,2016  2009,2010

100

report ¥, 2743 %ycles ¥, 2%%3%ycles 1" &3 cycles 1 & 2" cycles 1 & 2Mcycles
ey @ = = = O - - -
&
2 o delegﬁ;‘ﬁ: e Minister ~  Minister ~ Minister ~ Minister ~ Minister ~ Minister
o
Participati
notherroviews 120 26 107 27 125 7 172 7
(1% cycle)
Participatio
in othe:' rlevielw: 1 89 45 1 67 1 62 1 72 58 1 92 86
(2" cycle)
Participation
in other reviews 1 41 55 1 37 64 1 23 1 38 1 39 59
(3 cycle)
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Western European and
Others Group (WEOG)

Overview of members

Voluntary ~ Voluntary contribution  NHRI accreditation Membership

contribution to to OHCHR 2023 status terms to date
OHCHR (2022) (30 November2023) (13 July 2023)

0950 08 OF
- 6101810l 0

- 0-181Hol-01Ho

-~ @191 19110110

er ©-101-101-O3- 01
e & O Q- OV OF
s ©-J01HIO1-I50-10F

Note: For comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.

Belgium
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Principal sponsorship

Belgium: Situation of human rights in the Russian Feder-
ation; Question of the death penalty; Extreme poverty and
human rights; Cooperation with regional human rights orga-
nizations; Commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the thir-
tieth anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme

of Action.

Finland: Situation of human rights in the Russian Federa-
tion; Mandate of Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sum-
mary or arbitrary executions; Adequate housing as a com-
ponent of the right to an adequate standard of living and the

right to non-discrimination in this context.

France: Enforced or involuntary disappearances; Situation
of human rights in the Russian Federation; Question of the
death penalty; Extreme poverty and human rights; Situation

of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic.

Germany: Responding to the human rights and humanitari-
an crisis caused by the ongoing armed conflict in the Sudan;
Right to privacy in the digital age; Situation of human rights
in the Russian Federation; Trafficking in persons, especially
women and children; Situation of human rights in the Syr-
ian Arab Republic; Adequate housing as a component of
the right to an adequate standard of living and the right to

non-discrimination in this context.

Luxembourg: Working Group on the rights of peasants
and other people working in rural areas; Situation of human
rights in the Russian Federation; Promotion and protection
of human rights and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda

for Sustainable Development.

United Kingdom: Responding to the human rights and hu-
manitarian crisis caused by the ongoing armed conflict in
the Sudan; Realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to
education by every girl; Assistance to Somalia in the field of
human rights; Situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab
Republic; Child, early and forced marriage: ending and pre-
venting forced marriage; Advancing human rights in South
Sudan; Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of

[ran.

United States of America: Responding to the human
rights and humanitarian crisis caused by the ongoing armed
conflict in the Sudan; The right to a nationality: equality in
nationality rights in law and in practice; Situation of human
rights in the Syrian Arab Republic; Advancing human rights
in South Sudan.

EU: Notwithstanding such individual leadership, it is import-
ant to note that some WEOG Council members regularly
work through the European Union (EU). In 2023, the EU led
on the following resolutions: Situation of human rights in
Burundi; Freedom of religion or belief; Mandate of the Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the sale, sexual exploitation and sexual
abuse of children; Situation of human rights in the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea; Situation of human rights
in Belarus in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and

in its aftermath; Situation of human rights in Myanmar.
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Contribution to Council debates,
panel discussions, and dialogues in 2023

_ 20 4 2
Belgium U- |
, 56 63 3
Finland - ¢-= I ]
40 3
France { ) |
43 4
Germany (@) |
- 20 43 3
Luxembourg () Il |
United Kingdom of Great Britain », g2 LI
and Northern Ireland %E.sa ) E—
United States of America £ I
Empty Chair Regional group statements
Indicator B Sub-regional group statements
W YES Political group statements
NO B (ross-regional group statements
Other joint statements

Note: This bar chart shows the number of joint statements each State has joined during Council general debates, panel discussions,
and interactive dialogues with the Special Procedures. The empty chair symbol indicates whether, overall, the country, as a Council
member, participated (individual statements) in more than 10% of panel discussions, general debates, and interactive dialogues. For

comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.
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Voting analysis

{ United United States]

Agenda Text Text Title Belgium Finland ~ France ~ Germany Luxembourg Kingdom of America

Item number U {1 {_J E : a% %

Countering religious hatred constituting

1 B53/1 incitement to discrimination, hostility or
violence

Advancing human rights in South
Sudan

2 Human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian
B52/3  Teritory, including East Jerusalem, and the
obligation to ensure accountability and justice

Implementation of Human Rights
53/25 Counil resolution 31/36

Promotion and protection of human
rights in Nicaragua

Responding to the human rights and
- 54/2 humanitarian crisis caused by the ongoing
armed conflict in the Sudan

53/2  Situation of human rights in Eritrea

- 53/11 Enhancement of intemational cooperation
in the field of human rights

Mandate of Independent Expert on the
54/4  promotion of a democratic and equitable
international order

- 54/35 Question of the death penalty

53/28 The coptribution of developmgnt to the
enjoyment of all human rights

The negative impact of unilateral coercive
- 52/13  measures on the enjoyment of human
rights

Use of mercenaries as a means of violating
54/3 humanrights and impeding the exercise of
the right of peoples to self-determination

Working Group on the rights of peasants

- 54/9 and other people working in rural areas

{ @ thematic [ ountry ) insttutional Procedural } { Against OAbstention Infavour ONovote }
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Voting analysis

United United States
Agenda Text Text Title Belgium Finland  France  Germany Luxembourg Kingdom of America

ftem * number O ¢ 0 9 ':1 % %

- Situation of human rights in Belarus
Situation of human rights in Belarus in
- 52/29 the run-up to the 2020 presidential
election andin its aftermath
- Situation of human rights in Burundi
4
- Situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran
- Situation of human rights in the Syrian
Arab Republic

- 52/32 S|tuat_|on of human rlghts in Ukralqe
stemming from the Russian aggression

- Human rights in the occupied

Syrian Golan

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the
occupied Syrian Golan

Right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination

From rhetoric to reality: a global call for concrete
action against racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance

Mandate of the Intergovernmental Working
Group on the Effective Implementation of the
Durban Declaration and Programme of Action

Cooperation with and assistance to
Ukraine in the field of human rights

Cooperation with Georgia

Enhancement of technical cooperation and
capacity-building in the field of human rights in
53/22 (olombia to implement the recommendations of
the Commission for the Clarification of Truth,
Coexistence and Non-Repetition

{ @ thematic [ country 9 insttutional Procedural } { Against OAbstention Infavour ONovote }




TREATY BODIES SPECIAL PROCEDURES

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC

Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

Belgium Finland France Germany  Luxembourg KH]ng'E%% Ug]!tﬁ%glactaes

O & O & O & &
-0 O © © © © o

Visits 1
Status and
Longest
Outstanding Visit
M Reported/completed ~ ® Invited ~ ® Accepted M Requested M Declined Postponed / Cancelled
Communications
response rate l
resp d to resp d to resp d to res d to resp d to resp dto resp d to
ved 41 received ved ved  131* received
44% 50% 31%
*2 communications
were received less
than 60 days ago
Core treaties
mfed 8 8 8 8 8 7 3
Communications
procedures accepted 8 7 7 8 8 2 0
Conventions
ratified in 2023 - - - CESCR-OP - - -
1
Reporting
status
5
B submittedontime M on schedule B submitted late M overdue(outstanding) not party M n/a
Most
overdue - CAT CEDAW CEDAW -
report — (6 months) (Less than (Less than
(years) 1 month) 6 months)
OPCAT
we Q@ © © © ©
v @ Q. QO QO O O O
Sub-Comm‘;::iets — - - 2013 - 2019 -
Mid-term
report -
1 &2™cycles 1%2%e3%ycles 1#&2™ cycles 39 cycle  2"&3" cycles 1%2™s3"cycles
Reviewed O 0
in 2023?
&
= . Ambassador
s Level A - . Inter: -
o st Minister - Minister Commissioner ..t rial Minister Land Acting
egal Adviser
Participation
notherreviews S 7 59 184 140 127 192 129

(1% cycle)

naries 125 82 192 177 158 192 192

(2™ cycle)

nomeries 113 61 141 141 53 141 140

(34 cycle)

* Ratification and Reporting is recorded for eight ‘core UN human rights conventions’ which include: the ICCPR,

the ICESCR, CAT, the CPED, the CEDAW, the CRC, the CERD, and the CRPD.

Note: for more comprehensive information on data sources, timeframes, and methodology, please see endnote.

169



70|

Methodology
Notes

yourHRC.org uses independent and objective data as the basis of its
summaries and analyses. The origin of that data is primarily official UN
documents and information produced by other international organisa-
tions. To ensure transparency, information on the sources of all data
used, together with the methodology applied and the timeframe, is pre-

sented below.

Source: OHCHR website. OHCHR extranet.
Timeframe: 2006-2023.
Data as of: 31 October 2023

Source: OHCHR website.
Timeframe: 2006-2020.
Data as of: 31 October 2023

Source: Individual resolutions, decisions, and presidential statements.
OHCHR extranet.

Timeframe: 2008-2023

Data as of: 31 October 2023

Source: Individual PBIs. OHCHR extranet.
Timeframe: 2011-2023
Data as of: 31 October 2023

Source: Individual resolutions, decisions, and presidential statements.
OHCHR extranet.

Timeframe: 2023

Data as of: 31 October 2023

Source: Council texts: Individual resolutions, decisions, and presidential
statements. OHCHR extranet; Special Sessions: OHCHR website; Pan-
els: OHCHR website.

Timeframe: 2006 - 2023

Data as of: 31 October 2023

Source: OHCHR website. UN Human Rights Appeal 2023.
Timeframe: 2023
Data as of: 31 October 2023



Source: HRC Extranet

Data as of: 31 October 2023

Note: The level of participation in Interactive Dialogues with Special Pro-
cedures was calculated based on the individual statements listed on the
OHCHR Extranet during the 2023 sessions (i.e. during the Council’s ses-
sions 31-33). Joint statements on behalf of a group of States that were
not individually listed were not counted. Nevertheless, of course, States

do also participate in this broader manner.

Source: OHCHR website — Human Rights Council.
Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Source: OHCHR website.
Most recent information published by the OHCHR, data as of 31 October
2023.

Source: Chart of the Status of National Institutions, accredited by the
Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI);

Most recent information published by the OHCHR, data as of 31 October
2023.

Source: OHCHR website.
Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Source: HRC Extranet.

Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Note: The participation of the members of the Council in group state-
ments was calculated based on all joint statements listed on the HRC
Extranet from March 2016 until September 2023 (i.e., during HRC ses-
sions 31-39). Figures include statements not delivered due to lack of

time.

The Empty Chair indicator was calculated based on the individual state-
ments and joint statements other than political, regional or otherwise
‘fixed’ groups. A ‘YES’ shows that, during its current and last most re-
cent membership terms (where applicable), the corresponding State
participated in less than 10% of the total number of debates, interactive

dialogues, and panel discussions.

Special Procedures
Standing invitation

Source: OHCHR website.
Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Visits Completed & longest outstanding visit

Source: OHCHR website.

Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Note: The number of visits undertaken includes only visits that have ac-
tually taken place, as listed on the OHCHR website (i.e. visits reported as
completed or with report forthcoming). The dates for the most overdue
visit are calculated according to the initial request date of the corre-
sponding visit (regardless of subsequent reminders) or with the earliest
request date published, when the initial request date is not available. Vis-
its with incomplete information (i.e., dates and status), invitations, and
visits postponed/cancelled have been excluded from the analysis. Visits
by Special Representatives of the Secretary-General, or visits to regional

institutions/organisations are not included in this analysis.

Communications response rate
Source: OHCHR - Communication report and search database.
Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Status of Ratification and Reporting

Source: OHCHR website.

Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Note: Ratification and Reporting is recorded for eight ‘core UN human
rights conventions,” which include: the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR), the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT),
the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from En-
forced Disappearance (CPED), the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC), the International Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), and the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

Treaty Body reporting dates relate to the State’s current reporting cycle,
as listed on the OHCHR website.

Explanation of Options:

e  SUBMITTED ON TIME: The State Party Report submitted the re-
port before or on the due date;

e  ON SCHEDULE: The current cycle due date is in the future;

e  SUBMITTED LATE: The State Party Report has been submitted

for the current cycle but was submitted late, i.e. after the due date;
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e  OVERDUE (OUTSTANDING): The current cycle report has not yet
been submitted, and it is overdue;

. NOT PARTY: The State has not ratified the corresponding Treaty;

e N/A: No deadline has been set, or data is not available.

The ‘most overdue’ report time is for the outstanding report with the
earliest due date.

Reporting and ratification scores were calculated with the information
published on the OHCHR website on the 31 October 2023.

Source: OHCHR website.
Data as of: 31 October 2023.
Note: This figure relates to the acceptance of individual complaints pro-

cedures under each of the abovementioned core conventions.

Source: OHCHR website.
Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Note: An ‘NPM’ is a ‘National Preventative Mechanism’.

Source: The Head of a State’s delegation (for its last UPR) was deter-
mined using the report submitted by the corresponding State during its
last UPR. Where the rank of the representative was not clear, the URG
followed up with the relevant missions as far as possible.

Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Source: OHCHR website.

Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Note: The ‘mid-term reporting’ score relates to whether the State has
submitted a mid-term report for the first and/or the second cycles of
UPR.

Source: UPR Info - ‘Statistics of UPR Recommendations.’

Data as of: 31 October 2023.

Note: Participation in other reviews relates to the number of other States’
reviews (out of 193) during which the corresponding State made (1 or

more) recommendations.

Palais des Nations, Geneva. The flags of the193 member states are back
after the renovation of the “Allée des Drapeaux” at the Palais des Na-
tions. 7 February 2014. UN Photo / Jean-Marc Ferré. Photo ID: 579261:
UN Geneva. 41st Session of the Human Rights Council. A Voting during
41st Session of the Human Rights Council. 12 July 2020. UN Photo/
Jean Marc Ferré.

UN Geneva. 41st Session of the Human Rights Council. A general view
of participants during 41st Session of the Human Rights Council. 1er
July. 2020. UN Photo/ Jean Marc Ferré

UN Geneva. 42nds session of the Human Rights Council. Interpreters in
Spanish language during 42nds session of the Human Rights Council. 9
September 2020. UN Photo/ Jean Marc Ferré

All licenses: CC BY-NC-ND 2.0,
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About yourHRC.org

The yourHRC.org project has four parts:

A universally accessible and free-to-use web
portal - yourHRC.org - providing information on the
performance of all States that have stood for and
won election to the Council. An interactive world map
provides information on the Council’s membership
in any given year, and the number of membership
terms held by each country. Country-specific pages
then provide up-to-date information on: the voting
record of the State; its principal sponsorship on
important Council initiatives; its level of participation
in Council debates, interactive dialogues, and panels;
its engagement and cooperation with the Council’s
mechanisms (UPR and Special Procedures) and with
the Treaty Bodies; and the degree to which it fulfilled
the voluntary pledges and commitments made before

its previous membership term.

An annual ‘yourHRC.org election guide,’ providing
at-a-glance information (including comparative
information) on candidatures for upcoming Council

elections.

An annual ‘yourHRC.org end-of-year report’ (to be
published each December), providing information
(including comparative information) on levels of
member State engagement and cooperation over that

year.

A periodic ‘yourHRC.org candidate alert’ sent
to stakeholders informing them of candidature
announcements for future Council elections, and
providing information on that State’s performance

during previous membership terms (where applicable).

The present document is the third annual ‘yourHRC.
org end-of-year report,’ offering an assessment of the
Council’s work, output, achievements and shortfalls
in 2023, and analysing the contributions of member
States to the work of the Council and the enjoyment
of human rights around the world.

Universal Rights Group
Maison de la Paix
Chemin Eugene Rigot 2E
1202 Geneva
Switzerland

info@universal-rights.org

www.universal-rights.org
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