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*** 

Mr. President, 
It is an honor to be present here today.  
To listen to the advice and reflections from the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and the other distinguished panelists. 
To reflect on comments and questions put forward by delegations in the room.  
To present views and experiences based on Norway’s contribution and 
support to technical cooperation in the field of human rights. 
 
*** 
 
Mr. President, 
Norway has a long tradition for providing and supporting technical assistance 
and capacity building in the area of human rights. We have supported a 
human rights based approach to development for more than 17 years. With 
the white paper on human rights in Norway’s foreign and development policy, 
presented in December 2014, this policy was confirmed and strengthened. 
Based on our experience of what works, we seek to ensure, to the largest 
extent possible, that Norway’s contribution and support to technical assistance 
and capacity building are:  
1. Grounded in relevant international human rights obligations and 

recommendations.  
2. In line with national priorities, development plans and legislation. 
3. Based on mutual respect and developed in partnership, with government 

representatives as well as partners within civil society. 
4. Inclusive and transparent, ensuring adequate information to and 

meaningful participation from people affected by the cooperation. 
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5. Linked to relevant global or regional human rights processes and 
mechanisms. 

 
Mr. President, 
It is not easy to implement a policy where human rights are to be integrated in 
all parts of a country’s foreign and development policy. The job is never 
done. It can always be done better.  
Timing can be crucial for whether an intervention provides the intended result 
or backfires completely. Understanding context and ensuring national 
ownership are key for any successful and sustainable outcome.  
Norway still strives to be consistent in our approach across foras and 
platforms, as well as in our dialogue with bilateral and multilateral partners.  
For the way forward, we hope and believe that the Agenda 2030 can help us 
strengthening this consistency. It provides us with a political framework for 
seeing sustainable development and human rights implementation as two 
sides of the same coin. It does not replace the international human rights 
framework, but it complements it.  
The principle of leaving no one behind gives hope to the many that still lives 
in poverty and exclusion. Nevertheless, there is work to be done in order to 
ensure a common understanding and consistent approach in the application of 
the principle. Human rights norms related to equality and non-discrimination 
should guide us in our efforts to implement this principle.  
When we speak about technical cooperation in the promotion and protection 
of human rights, we must also make sure to include technical cooperation in 
the area of all human rights. It is equally important to respect the human right 
to education, health, food, water and sanitation as freedom of expression, 
association, assembly or belief. No one should be left behind in the realization 
of either of these rights. 
The report provided by the OHCHR contains valuable information on 
worldwide practices and experiences in the area of technical cooperation in 
the field of human rights.  
We share the view of the OHCHR that technical cooperation must be part of 
an effective third cycle of the UPR. It is equally important to ensure that 
capacity building in human rights is integrated in efforts to implement the 
SDGs. Thirdly, we share the view that the Human Rights up Front initiative 
must be supported. It illustrates and underlines the prevention aspect of 
human rights, as well as costs of not providing a proper response.  
 
Mr. President, 
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In this thematic discussion, we address two topics:  
Technical cooperation related to agenda item 10.  
Technical cooperation in the field of human rights more broadly.  
 
The Norwegian views and experiences just presented relate to technical 
cooperation in the field of human rights more broadly. How do they relate to 
the technical cooperation provided for under item 10? 
 
To answer this, one must first reflect on how this agenda item has been used 
so far. There are at least three critical questions: 
1) Which countries have received technical assistance under item 10?  
2) Why have they received it? What are the incentives for states to accept 

such assistance? What are the incentives for other states to support such 
assistance, implicitly accepting that the costs are covered by the regular 
budget of the UN? 

3) What kind of support and assistance have they received? How did the 
support mandated by the HRC complement technical assistance received 
by others? Was conformity with national priorities and development plans 
ensured? What were the results? 

 
In order to facilitate a more genuine and constructive dialogue, build trust, 
avoid politicization, and achieve a more effective outcome in strengthening 
the capacities of States, we might need to consider new ways to develop and 
follow-up technical cooperation under item 10.  
To find workable and sustainable solutions, all stakeholders should engage in 
serious and collaborative thinking. Followed by serious and collaborative 
action. Also outside room XX. We must not be limited by the ordinary day-
to-day work in the Council – we must dare to look at partners and 
opportunities outside the Council.  
The Human Rights Council has many unique qualities and values, which must 
be preserved and nurtured. The same goes for the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. Norway is a strong supporter of both. The 
OHCHR needs a tremendous increase in financial resources if the office is to 
respond to current demands. The High Commissioner and his office deserves 
all the support we can give. 
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However, the area of technical cooperation in the promotion and protection of 
human rights cannot be the responsibility of the Human Rights Council and 
the Office of the High Commissioner alone. It must be recognized as a joint 
responsibility of all UN agencies, funds and programs, in recognition and 
respect for the different organizations mandates and capacities. UNDP and 
other members of the UN family should be included in a regular and 
systematic manner in the work of the Council. 
 
Mr. President, 
A concrete step forward, addressing both topics of today’s discussion, would 
be to create a platform, maybe as part of the general debate under item 10, for 
informing and reporting on results from systematic cooperation in the field of 
human rights by different UN agencies, funds and programs.  
By inviting different parts of the UN family to participate in and report on 
technical cooperation in the field of human rights, we would at the same time 
strengthen ownership and understanding of the added value and unique 
contribution of different actors. This could also contribute to building trust 
and explore new partnerships and synergies – which again could help us 
advance our actions and deliberations under agenda item 10. 
 
Thank you! 
 


