
Concise information and political 
insight on the upcoming session 
of the Human Rights Council 

The 
Inside 
Track

HRC31: the 31st regular session of 
the Human Rights Council 

Monday 29th February 2016 to Thursday 24th March 

2016 (4 week session), Room XX, Palais des Nations



In brief

One year 
ago…

HRC28: 
2.03-27.03 2015

http://www.universal-rights.org/?s=report+28th+session


Global human rights situation

   Opening of the HLD, panel on human rights and the 2030 
   Agenda for Sustainable Development

   High level panel on 50th anniversary of human rights Covenants 

   Presentation of annual report of the High Commissioner

   Interactive dialogues with Special Rapporteurs on DPRK, Eritrea, Iran, Myanmar

   Interactive dialogue with COI on Syria, presentation of OHCHR report on DPRK, and oral update on Eritrea 

   Adoption of the UPR reports of Micronesia, Lebanon, Mauritania, Nauru, Rwanda, Nepal and Austria

   Adoption of the UPR reports of Australia, Georgia, Saint Lucia, Oman, Myanmar, and Saint Kitts and Nevis

   Panel discussion on the human rights dimensions of preventing and countering violent extremism

   Enhanced interactive dialogue on Burundi; interactive dialogue with the Independent Expert on the 
   Central African Republic 

   High Commissioner’s report on South Sudan, and oral update on Ukraine

   High Commissioner oral updates and/or reports on: Afghanistan, DPRK, Libya, OPT, Guinea, 
   South Sudan and Iran

   Action on draft resolutions and decisions, and appointment of mandate-holders.
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For your diary1 

23-24.03

HRC31 is scheduled to hold 10 panel debates/thematic discussions on: 

Panel debates 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session31/Pages/31RegularSession.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session31/Pages/31RegularSession.aspx


2. When tabled before the Council, draft resolutions (and other texts) are given an ‘L number.’

p.4

‘L number’(2) – draft resolutions and other texts at HRC31
Based on announcements made during the HRC31 organisational meeting, on the voluntary calendar of regular initiatives, 
and on recurring initiatives from one year previously (HRC28), a number of important draft resolutions and other texts can 
be expected to be tabled during the HRC31. Before the adoption, these texts would be subject to at least one round of open 
informal consultations with interested delegations.

Country-specific resolutions 

               Initiative formally announced during the HRC31 organisational meeting 

Focus of resolution            Lead sponsor(s)         Expected  Vote history 

             agenda item

Technical cooperation
in Guinea                African Group     10   Consensus

Technical assistance
in Mali                 African Group     10  Consensus

Situation in Iran               Sweden, US       4  Adopted by vote 
                and core group    (20-11-16)

Human rights in Iraq   
in the light of the abuses   
by terrorist groups               Arab Group    10  Consensus

Technical assistance   
in Libya                African Group    10  Consensus

Situation in DPRK               Japan, EU       4  Adopted by vote 
         (27-6-14)

Situation in Myanmar              EU       4  Consensus

Human rights in the       Adopted by vote 
occupied Syrian Golan               OIC       7  (29-1-17)

Situation in Syria               UK and core group      4  Adopted by vote 
         (29-6-12)

Right of the Palestinian       Adopted by vote 
people to self-determination               OIC       7  (45-1-1)

Israeli settlements               OIC       7  Adopted by vote 
         (45-1-1)

Situation in OPT               OIC       7  Adopted by vote 
         (43-1-3)

Situation in South Sudan              US and core group       2  Consensus



Thematic resolutions 
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Resolution in focus

The Trust Fund for the participation of LDCs and SIDS in the work of the Council, 

which was set up in 2012, will help fund the participation of Government 

officials from Samoa, Malawi, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Saint Kitts 

and Nevis at HRC31.

Trust fund to 
support the 
participation of 
LDCs and SIDS



Special Procedures
16 thematic Special Procedures

Country-specific mandates

Mandate      Presentation of report and 
      interactive dialogue3 

DPRK 

Eritrea 

Iran

Myanmar

OPT  

Central African Republic

Mali, Haiti, Côte D’Ivoire  

freedom of religion and belief; ethnic minorities; children and armed 
conflict; violence against children; disabilities;

economic, social and cultural rights; work;
child sexual exploitation; migrants in transit; family; 

cooperation.

Cyprus; DPRK;
Gaza OPT; Côte D’Ivoire; Haiti;

Libya;
South Sudan; Mali; Guinea

good governance
unilateral coercive measures; world drug problem; transnational 

corporations

What’s in
print? 

The Council’s
mechanisms
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session31/Pages/ListReports.aspx


 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR)

 

Thematic mandates

Mandate            Date of presentation  Country mission   
            reports and clustered reports (in addendum)
            interactive dialogue4

          

the environment

adequate housing

human rights defenders

albinism

disabilities

foreign debt

food

torture

sale of children, child prostitution
and child pornography

the right to privacy

freedom of religion or belief

freedom of assembly 
and association,
extrajudicial executions

human rights while 
countering terrorism 

cultural rights

minorities issues

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session31/Pages/ListReports.aspx



